Appendix

THE LAWS OF KING ALFRED

The following translation of the Dooms of Alfied is taken from Ancient.

Laws and Institules of England; comprising Laws enacted under the Anglo-Saxon
Kings from Athelbirkt to Crut, With an English Transiation of the Saxon; The
Laws called Edward the Confessor’s; The Laws of Wilkam the Congueror, and those
ascribed to Henry the First; also, Monuments Evelesiastica Anglicana, from the
sevenith to the tenth century; and the Ancient Latin Version of the Anglo-Saxon' Laws,
with o Compendious Glossary, &e. (Volume the First; containing the Secular Laws.)
Printed by command of His late Mujesty King William IV under the direction of the
Commissioners on the Public Records of the Kingdom. MDCCCXL, pp. a5-t01.
This translation was made from a manuscript in the lbrary of Corpus
Chyisti College, Cambridge, marked in the catalogue 173 (designated Ej;
with variant reacings from the manuscript numbered 383 in the same
library (B), the Cottonian manuscript Nero A.1 (G}, and the Textus Rofft
ensis (). E is the earliest and best manuscript available, dating from:
¢. g25 (see Attenborough, ap. cit., p. 35).

Clauses 1 t0 48 are taken from Exodus 10:1-17 {the Decalogue, though
the order is different: the secorit! gpmmandment, following the custom of
the church, is omitted, but sugmﬁcamly Ex. 20:23 appears as clause 10
thereby replacing it with*a law carrying the same import; the tenth com-
mandment appears as clause 9, the ninth commandment as clause 8 etc)
and Exodus 2x:1 to 23115 (the Book of the Covenant), In many places
these bibllical laws are ¢ondensed and paraphrased rather than translated
verbatim from the Vulgate and often they are stated in a modified form
to take account of contemporary Anglo-Saxon society. I have added ref-
erences to the biblical texts in square brackets and supplied explanations
in footnotes for some of the more atrchaic expressions and terms.—-S.C.P,

ALFRED’S DOOMS :
The Lord spake these words to Moses, and thus said: T am the Lord thy
God. I'led thee out of the land of the Egyptians, and of their bondage.
[Ex. 20:1-2]
' 1. Love thou not other strange gods above me, [Ex. z0:3)
2. Utter thou not my name idly, for thou shalt not be guilfless towards

6o : '
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me if thou utter my name idly. (Ex. 2017]
2. Remember that thou hallow the rest-day. Work for yourselves six

days, and on the seventh rest. For in six days Clrist wrought the heaven |
and the earth, the seas, and all creatures that are in them and 1ested o

the seventh day and thercforc the Lord haliowed it. [Ex. 20:8-11) 1

4. Honour thy father and thy mother whom the Lord hath given thne,
that thou mayest be the longer living on earth. {Ex. 20:14]

5. Slay thou not, [Ex. 20:13]

6. Commit thou not adultery. [Ex. 2o:14]

7. Bieal thou not. [Fx. 20:15]

8. Say thou not false witness. [Ex. 20:16]

g. Covet thou not thy neighbour’s goods unjustly. [Ex. 20:17]

10. Make thou not to thyself golden or sitver gods. [Ex. 20:23)

11, These are the dooms which thou shalt set for them. I anyone buy
a Christian “theow,”" let him serve v1. years; the seventh he 'shall be free
without purchase. With such raiment as he went in, with suchi gc he out.
If he have a wife of his own, go she out with him. If, however, the lord
have given him a wife, be she and her child the lord’s. But if the “theow”

* should say: “I will not from my lord, hor from my wife, nor from my

child, nor frem my goods;” let his lord then bring him to the door of the
Templc and bore his ear through with an awl, in token that he ever after
shall be-a “theow.” [Ex. 21:1-6)

12. Though any one sell his daughtcr to scwnuc}e, let ber not be
altogether such a “theowu” as other female slaves are. He ought not to
sell her away among a strange folk. But if he who bought her reck® not of
her; let her go free among a strange folk. If, however, he allow his son to
cohabit with her, let him marry het: and let him see that she have rai-
ment, and that which is the worth of her maid-hood, that is, the dowry;
let him give her that. If he do unto her none of these things, then let her
be free. [Ex. 21:7-11]

13. Let the man who slayeth another wiifully perish by death. Let him
who slayetiianother of necessity or unwillingly, 'as God may have sent
him into his hands, and for whom he has not lain in wait, be worthy of his
iife, and of lawful “bot,”™ if he seek an asylum, If, however, any cne
presumptuously and mlfully slay his neighbour through guile, pluck thou

him from my altar, to the end that he may perish by death, [Ex. 2r:19-14] | |

14. He who smiteth his father or his mother, he shall pedsh by death.
[Ex. 21:15]

15. He who stealeth. a freeman, and selleth him, and it be proved
against himso that he canuot clear himself; let him perish by death. He
who curseth kis father or his mother let him perish. by death, [Ex. g1:16-

17]

1. A slave, bondman. z. Female slave, bondwoman.. 2. Care about.
4. Compensation paid by 2 wrongdoer to the injured party as damages.
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16. If any one smite his neighbour with a stone or with his fist, and he
nevertheless can go out with a staff} let him get a leech, and work his
work the while that bimself may not. [Ex. 21:18-1g]

17. He who smiteth his own “theow-esne™ or his female slave, and he

die not on the same day; though he live [but] two or three nights, he is
not altogether so guilty, because it was his own property; but if ke die the
same day, then let the guilt rest on him. [Ex. 21:20-21] .

18. If any one, in strife, hurt a breeding women, let him make “bot”
for the hurt, as the Judgcs shall prescribe to him, If she die, let him g1ve
soul for soul. [Ex, 21:22-23]

1g9. I any one thrust out another’s eye, let him give his own for it;
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burning for burning, wound
for wound, stripe for stripe. [Ex. e1:24-25)

2o, If any one smite cut the eye of his “theow” or of his “theowen,”™
and he then make them one-eyed; let him free them on this account. And
if he smite out a tooth, let him do the like. [Ex. 21:26-27]

21, If an ox gore a man or a woman, $o that they di¢, let it be stoned,
and let not its flesh be eaten. The lord sha_ll not be ha.b]e, if the ox were
wont to push with its horns for two or three days before, and the lord
knew it not; but if he knew it, and he would not shut it in, and it then
-shall have slain a man or a woman, let it be stoned; and let the lord be
slai, or the man be paid for, as the “witan” decree to be right, If it gore
a son or a daughter, let him be subject to the like judgernent. But if it
gore a “theow” or a “theow-mennen,” let xxx. shillings of silver be given
to the lord, and let the ox be stoned. [Ex. 21:28-32]

22, If any one dig a water-pit, or open one that i i shut up, and close it
not again; let him pay for whateyer caitle may fall therein; and let him
have the dead [beast). [Ex. 21:93- 3’4]

- g3 Ifan ox wound dnother man's ox, and it then die, let them sell the
{live] ox,.and have the worth in common, and also the flesh of the dead

. one. But i the lord knew that the ox hath used to push, and he would not

confine dt, let him give him another ox for it, and have all the flesh for

himself. tEx 21:95-36]

0+ 24.Tf any one steal another’s ox, and-slay or sell it, let him give two
for it; and four sheep for one. If he have not what he may give, be he

himself sold for the cattle. [Ex. 22:1 and 3c]

.25, If a thief break into a.man’s house by night, and he be there Slain;
the slayer shall not be guilty of manslaughter. But if he do this aﬁer
sunrise, he shall be guilty of manslaughter; and then he himself shall die,
unless he were an unwilling agent. If with him living that be found which
he had before stolen, let him pay for it two-fold. {Ex. 22:2-4]

26. If any one injure another man’s vineyard, or his field, or aught of

T his lands; let him make “bot” as it may be valued. [Ex. 22:5)

i
5. Slave labourer. 6. Female slave.

7. Handmaid, slave.
| !
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27. If fire be kindled to bum “rvht®let him who kindied the fire
make “bot” for the mischief. [Ex. 22:6]

28. If any one entrust property to his friend, if he steal it himself, let
him pay for it two-fold. I he know not who hath stolen it, let him clear
himsell that he hath therein committed no fraud. If, however, it were live
cattle, and he say, that the “here”® hath taken it, or that it perished of
itself, and he have witness; he needeth not pay for it, But if he have no
witness, and he believe him not, then let him swear. [Ex. 22:7415)

. 29, i anyone deceive an unbetrothed woman, and sleep with her; let
him pay for her, and have her afterwards to wife. But if the father of the
woman wilt not give her, let him render money according to her dowry.
(Ex. az:16-17] !

30. The women who are wont to receive enchanters, and workers of
phantasms, and witches, suffer thou not to live. [Ex. 22:18)

31. And let him who lieth with cartle perish by death. [Ex. 22:19]

32. And let him who sacrificeth to gods, save unto God alone, perish
by death. [Ex. 22:20]

33. Vex thou not comers from afar, and strangers, for ye were for-
merly strangers in-the land of the Egyptians. [Ex. 22:21]

34. Injure ye not the widows and the step-children, nor hurt them
anywhere: for if ye do otherwise, they will cry unto me, and I will hear
them, and I will then slay you with my sword; and 1 will so do that your
wives shall be widows, and your children shall be step-children. [Ex.
22:22-24

g5. I-]f you give money in loan to thy fellow who willeth to:dwelt with

_thee, urge thou him not as a “niedling,”'® and oppress him not with the

increase. [Ex. 22:25]

36. If a man have only a single garment wherewith to cover himself,
or to wear, and he give it [to thee] in pledge; let it be returned bcforel
sunset. If thou dost not so, then shall he call unto me, and I will hear him;

“for T am very merciful, [Ex 22:26-27)

37. Revile thou not thy Lord God: nor curse thou the Lord of the
people. [Fx. 22:28]

38. Thy tithes, and thy first-fruits of moving and growing things, ren-
der thou to God. [Ex. 22!2g-30] -

20. All the flesh that wild beasts leave, eat ‘ye not that, but:givé it to
the dogs. [Ex. 22:31] w

40, To the word of a lymg man reck'’ thou not to hearken, nor allow
thou of his judgements; nor say thou any witness after him. [Ex. 21:1]

40, Turn thou not thyself to the foolish counsel and unjust desire of
the people, in their speech and cry, against thine own reason, and ac-
cording to the teaching of the most unwise; neither allow thou of them,
[Ex. 23:2]

42. If the stray cattle of anbther man come to thy hand, though it be

B, Standing grain. - g. Band of robbers, . 1o Captive. 1. Pay heed to.

1 o o
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ity foe, make it known to him. [Ex. 23:4-5]
“43. Judge thou very evenly: judge thou not one doom to the nch
another to the poor; nor one to thy friend, another to thy foe, judge dhou,
[Ex. 23:3, 6; Lev. 19:15)
7 44. Shun thou ever leasings.”? [Ex. 25:7a)
" 45 Ajust and innocent man, him slay thou never, [Ex. 23:7b]
4B, Receive thou never meed-monies;’ for they blind full oft the
rnmds of wise men, and pervert their words. [Ex. 25:8]

S 47. To the stranger and comer from afar behave thou not unkmdly,
.- 'por oppress thou him with any wrongs. [Ex. 23:9] ’

" .48 Swear ye never by heathen gods, nor cry ye uato them for any
“:cause. [Ex. 23113]
. 49, These are the dooms which the Almighty God himself spake unto
“Moses, and commanded him to keep: and after the only begotien son of
the Lord, our God, that is, our Saviour Christ, came on earth, he said
_ that-he came. not to break nor to forbid these commandments, but with
all good to increase them: and mercy and humility he taught. Then after
his Passion, before his Apostles were dispersed throughout all the earth,
teaching, and while they were together, many heathen nations they turned
10 God. When they were all assembled, they sent messengers to Antioch
and to Syria; to teach the law of Christ. But when they understood that it
speeded them not, then sent they a letter unto them: Now this is the lester
which all the Apostles sent to Antioch, and to Syria, and to Cilicia, which
now from heathen nations are turned to Christ.
. “The Apostles and the elder brethren wish you health: and we make
known to you, that we have heard that some of our fellows have come to
you with our words, and have commanded you to observe a heavier rule
. ihan we commanded them, and'hai’ye too much misled you with manifold
" commands, and have subverted more of your souls than they have di-
rected. Thern we assembled ourselves concerning that; and it then seered
.good to us that we should send Paul and Barnabas, men who desire to
* give their souls for the name of the Lord. With them we have sent Jude
and Silasithat they might say the same to you. It seemed to the Holy
Ghost and to us, that we should set no burthen' upon you above that
which it was needful for you to bear: now that is, that ye forbear from
worshiping idels, and from tasting blood or things strangled, and from
fornications: and that which ye will that other men do not unto you, do
ye not that tb other men.[”] [Acts 15:23-20; Mt, 7:12]

From this vne doom 2 man may remember that he judge every one
righteously: he need heed no other doom-book. Let him remember that
he adjudge to no man that which he would not that he should adjudge to
him, if he sought judgement agamst him, [Mt. 7:12]

After this, then happened it that many nations received the faith of

“Christ; then were many synods assembled throughout all the earth, and

12. Lies, falselhoods. 13. Rewards unjustly gained, bribes,
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also among the English race, after they had rf-cewed the fehth of Christ,

of holy bishops, and also of other exalted “witan”* They then ordained,

out of that mercy which Chirist had taught, that secular lords, with their
leave, might, without sin, take for almost every misdeed, for the first
offence, the money-“bot” which they then ordained; except in cases of
treason against a ford, to which they dared not assign any mercy, because
God Almighty adjudged none to them who despised him, nor did Christ
the son of God adjudge any to him who sold him to death: and he
commanded that a lord should be loved as one’s self. They then in many
synods ordained a “bot” for many human misdeeds; and in many synod-
books they wrote, at one place one doom, at another another.

I, then, Alfred, king, gathered these together, and commanded many
of those to be writien which our forefathers held, those which to me
seemed good; and many of those which seemed to me not good I rejected
them, by the counsel of my “witan,” and in other wise cornmanded them
to be holden; for I durst not venture to set down in writing much of my
own, for it was unknown to me what of it would please those who should
come after us. But those things which I met with, either of the days of Ine
my kinsman, or of Offa king of the Mercians, or of Ethelbryht [sic], who
first among the English race received baptism, those which seemed to me
the rightest, those 1 have here gathered together, and rejected the others.|

I, then, Alfred, King of the West-Saxons, shewed these to all my
“mtan, and they then said that it seerned good to them all to be holden.

1. At the first we teach, that it is most needful that every man wanly
keep his oath and his “wed.”"* If any one be'constrained to either of these
wrongfully, either to treason against his lord, or to any unlawful aid; then
it is juster to belie” than to fulfil. But if he pledge himself to that which it
is lawful to fulfil, and in that belie himself; let him submissively deliver up
his weapon and his goods to the keeping of his, friends, and be in prison
forty days in-a king’s “tun:® let him there suffer whatever the bishop
may prescribe to him; and let his kinsmen feed hims, if he himself have no
food. If he have no kinsmen, or have no food, let the king’s, reeve feed
bim. If he must be forced to this, and he otherwise will not, if they bind
him, let him forfeit his weapons and his property. If he be slain, let him
lie uncompensated. If he flee thereout before the time, and he be taken,
let him be it prison forty days, as he should before have been. But if he
escape, let him be held a fugitive, and be excomumunicate of all Christ’s
churches. If, however, there be another man’s “borh,”" let him make

“bot” for the “borh-bryce,”" as the law may direct him, and the ‘wed-

bryce,”" as his confessor may prescribe to him.

2. If any une, for whatever crime, seek any of the “mynster-hams” to

14. Pledge, agreement, covenant. 15. Be false to the prorise.
16. Manor, i.e. prison (Lib. Quodr. has ad mansionem regiam. See Attenborough, p. 194).
17. Pledge, sccurity; Le. if someone else stands surety for him.

18, Breach of surety. 19, Treachery, breach of faith. 20. Monasteries.
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which the king’s “feorm’™' is incident, or other “free-hired”® which i3
worthy of reverence, let hiln have a space of three days to protect himself]
unless he be willing to come to terms, If during this spate, any one harm
him by blow, or by bond, or wound him, let him make “bot” for each of
these according to regular usage, as well with “wer”™® as with “wite:”%
and to the brotherhood one hundred and twenty shillings, as “bot” for
the church-“frith:"* and let him not have “forfongen”™ his own.

4. If any one break the king’s “borh,” let hitn make “bot” for the
plaint, as the law shall direct him; and for the “borh-bryce” with v.
pounds of “marra”® pernce. For an archbishop’s “borh-bryce;™ or his
“mund-byrd,”® let him make “bot” with three pounds: for any other
bishop’s or an “ealdorman’s” “borh-bryce,” or “mund-byrd,” iet him
make “bot” with two pounds.

4. I any one plot against the king’s life, of himself, or by harbouring

of exiles, or of his men; let him be hiable in his life and in all that he has, If

hc desire to prove himself true, let him do so according to the king’s

“wer-gild.” 8o also we ordain for all degrees, whether “ceorf”® or “eort,™
He who plots against his lord’s life, let him be lable in his life to him and
in all that he has; or let him prove himself true according to his lord’s

£, *x

wer,
5. We also orc]am to every church w}nch has been haﬂowed by a
e ¥ g

0.QL.Teach. one.. that It

Lot

bighop, thig"™ ge,)

sy : ut if any one do so, then let him be hable 11
he king’s * mund-byrd” and the church-“frith;” more if he there commit
more wrong, if, despite of hunger, he can live; unless he Bght his way out.
If the brethren have further need of their church, let them keep him in
another house, and let not that have more doors than the church. Let the
church-“ealdor™ take care that diiring this term no one give him food. i
He himself be willing to tleliver up his weapons to his foes, let them keep
him xxx. days, and let them give notice of him to his kinsmen. It is also
church~“frith:” if any man seek a church for any, of those offences, which

had not been before revealed, and there confess himself in God's name, -

be it Pkalf‘for@vcn He who steals on Sunday, or at Yule, or at Easter, or

21. Foad, provisions, rent in kind; i.e. if he fleesto a monastcry which is a rec1pxent aof
the king's rents.

22. A community exempt frotn certain payments to the king.

23. The legal price of a man's life. 24- A fine payable fo the king.

25, Refuge, asylum, privilege of special protection and penalty for breach of it,

26. Fa;ﬁm meansy o selzg, forfit or prevent. The meaning is most probably that the -

pursuer’s case against the fugitive is not prejudiced by his breach of the church fith
provxdcd He makes ot for the offence. CI. Attcnhorough ap. cit., pp. 65, 194.
V27, Bork Here is equivalent o mund, i.e. protection, guarchanshlp
28. Pure, not debased. 29. Protection, ﬁne for breach of protection,
30. Freeman of the lowest class, commoner.
31, Nobleman. 32. Object of a blood feud.
33. Blder, leader, civil or religious authority,
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on Holy Thursday, and on Rogation days; for each of these we will that
the “bot” be two-fold, as during Lent-fast.

6. If any one thieve aught in a church, let him pay the “angyide,
and the “wite,” such as shall belong to the “angylde;” and let the hand be
struck off with which ke did it. if he will redeem the hand, and that be
allowed him, et him pay as may belong to his “wer.”

7. I any one fight in the king’s hall, or draw his weapon, and he be
taken; be it in the kmg g doom, either death, or life, as he may be willing
to grant him. If he escape, and be taken again, let him pay for himself
according to his “wer-gild,” and make “bot” for the offence, as well
“wer” as “wite," according as he may have wrought.

8. If any one carry off a nun from a minster, without the king’s or the
hishop's leave, let hit pay a hundred and twenty shillings, half to th
king, half to the bishop and te the church-“hlaford™ who:owns the! nurj
If she live longer than he who carrded her off, let her not have aught of
his property. If she beéar a child, let not that have of the property more
than the mother. 1f any one slay her child, let him pay to the king the
maternal kindred’s share; to the paternal kindred let their share be given,

9. If a man kill 2 woman with her child, while the child is in her, let
hlm pay for the woman her full “wer-gild,” and pay for the child haJ{ a

“wer-gild,” according to the “wer” of the father’s kin.

Let the “wite” be always 1LX. shillings, untii the “angylde” rise to xxx.
shillings. After the “angylde” has risen to that let the “wite” be axx.
shillings. Formerly there was [a distinct “wite”] for a gold-thief, and a
mare-thief, and a bee-thief, and many “wites,” greater than others; now
are all alike, except for a man-theft, cxx, shillings.

10. If a man lie with the wife of a t:walvc-“Ifryndc”36 man, lei hitn make
“bot” to the husband with one hundred and twenty shﬂhngs. To a six-
“hynde” man, let him make “bot” with one hundred shillings. To a
“ceorlish” man, let him make “bot” with forty shillings.

11. If a man seize hold of the breast of a ‘‘ceorlish” woman, let him
make “bot” Yo her with v. shillings. If he throw her down'and 'do ot lie
with her, let him make “bot” with x. shillings. If he lie with her, let him
make “bot” with 1x. shillings. If another man had before lain with her,
then let the “bot” be half that. If she be charged [therewith], Iet her clear
herself with sixty hides, or forfeit half the “bot.” If this befafl 2 woman
more nobly born, let the *bot” increase according to the “wer.”

12. If a man burn or hew another’s wood without leave, let him pay |
for every great tree with v. shillings, and afierwards for each, let there be
as many of them as pray be, with v. pence; and xxx. shﬁlxngs as “wite,” :

13, If at their common work one man slay another unwitfully, let the

134

4. The simple value of the stoleh property. 35. Lord, master, ruler. )
36, Member of a class whose wergeld was 1200 shillings. A six-hynde man had a
wergeld of oo shiilings etc.
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tree be given to the kindred, and let them have it off the land within xxx.
days; or let him take possession of it who owns the wood.

14. If a man be dumb or deaf, so that he cannot acknowledge or
confess his offences, let the father make “bot” for his misdeeds.

15. If a man fight before an archbishop or draw his weapon, let him
make “bot” with one hundred and fifty shillings. If before another bishop
or an.ealdorman this happen, let him make “bot™ with one hundred
shillings.

16. If a man steal a cow or a stud-mare, and drive off the foal or the
calf, tliet him pay with a shilling, and for, the mothers according to their
worth.

17. If any one commit his infant to another’s keeping, and he die
during such keeping, let him who feeds him prove himsell innocent of
treachery, if any one accuse him of aught.

18. If any one, with libidinous intent, seize a nun either by her rai-
ment or by her breast without her leave, let the “bot” be twofold, as we
have before ordained concerning a lay-woman. If a betrothed woman
commit aduitery, if she be of “ceorlish” degree, let “bot” be made to the
f‘byrgea”” with vx. shillings, and let it be in live stock, cattle goods, and
in that let no human being be given: if she be of six-*hynde” degree, let
him pay one hundred shillings to the “byrgea:” if she be of xm, “hyr;cle”
degree, let him make “bot” to the “byrgea” with oxx. shillings.

19. If any one lend his weapon to another that he may kill some one
therewith, they may join together if they wiil in the “wer.” ¥ they will join
together, iet him who lent of the weapon pay of the “wer” a third part
and of the “wite’ a third part. If he be willing to justify himself, that he’
knew of no ill-design in the loan; that he may do. If a sword-polisher
recejve another man’s weapon to fiirbish, or a smith a man's material, let
them both return it sourfd as either of them may have before receivec,i it:
unless either of them had before agreed that he should not hold it
“angylde.”

2¢. If a man entrust cattle to another man’s monk, without leave of
th"e ménk’s lord, and it escape from him, let him forfeit it who before
owned it. L :

21, If a priest kill another man, let all in his home that he had bought
be delivered up, and let the bishop secularise him: then let him be given
up from the minster, unless the lord will compound for his *wer.” '

o em If any one at the folk-mote™ make declaration of a debt, and
a[ter\:vards wish to withdraw it, let him charge it on a righter person, if he
can; 1fljle cannot, let him forfeit his “angylde,” [and take possession ’of the
wite.”
23 Ia dog tear or bite a man, for the first misdeed let vi. shillings be
paid; if ke [the owner] give him food; for the second time, xn. shillings;
for the third, xxx. shillings. If, after any of these misdeeds, the dgé

57. Surety, one who gives surety.
48, General assembly of the people of a town, city or shire.
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cscape, let this “bot” nevertheless take place. ¥ the dog do more mis-
deeds, and he keep him; let him make “bot” according to the full “wer,”
as well wound-“bot” as for whatever he may de..

24. If a neat® wound a man, let the neat be delivered up or com-
pounded for.

25, If 2 man commit a rape upon a “ceorl’s” female slave, let him
make “bot” to the “ceorl™ with v. shillings, and let the “wite” be Lx.|
shillings. If 2 male “theow” commit 2 rape upon a female “theow,” lei
him make “bot” with his testicles. "

26. If 2 man commit a rape upon a woman under age, let the “hot”
be as that of a full-aged person. ‘

27. If a man, kinless of paternal relatives, fight, and slay & man, and
then if he have maternal relatives, let them pay a third of the “wer;” his
guild-brethren a third part; for a third let him fiee. If he have no mater-
nal relatives, let his guild-brethren pay half, for half let him flee.

28. If any man’ i}l a man thus circurnstanced, if he have no relatives,
et half be paid to the king; half to his guild-brethren.

2g9. If any one with a “hloth™? slay an unoffending “twy-hynde” man,
jet him who acknowledges tie death-blow pay “wer” and “wite;” and let
every one who was of the party pay xxx. shillings as “hloth-bot.”

g0, If it be a six-“hynde” man, let every man pay Lx. shillings as
“hloth-bot;” and the slayer, “wer” and full “wite.” : .

31, If he be a twelve-“hynde” man, let each of them pay one hundred
and twenty shillings; and the slayer, “wer” and “wite.” If a “hloth” do
this, and afterwards will deny it on path, let them all be accused, and let
them then ail pay the “wer” in common; and all, one “wite,” such as shall
belong to the “wer.” :

32. If a man cormit “folk-leasing,” and it be fixed upon him, with no
lighter thing let him make “bot” than that his tongue be cut out; which
mast ot be redeemed at any cheaper rate than it 1s estimated at accord-
ing to his “wer.”

33. I ady one accuse another on account ofa “god-horh,”* and wish
to make plain that he has not fulfilled any of those [“gad-borhs™} which
he gave him, let him make his “fore-ath™? in four churches; and if the
other will prove himself innocent, let hiri de so in %1 churches.

aq. Tt is also directed to. chapmen,*? that they bring the men whom
they take up with them before the king's reeve at the folk-mote, and let it
be staied how many of them there are; and let them take such men with
them as they may be able afterwards to present for justice at the folk-
mote; and when they have need of more men up with them on their
journey, let them always declare it, 23 often as their need may be, to the
king's reeve, in presence of the “gemot,”* ' '

39. Calile, ox. 40 Growd, band of robbers. 41 Solernn pledge given in church.
42. Preliminary cath of aceusation. 43, Pedlars, traders.
44. An assemnbly for judicial or legislative purposes.
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“botg’?lwl‘fhany Eﬁ bind an unoffending ceorlish” man, let him make put down hely law among the people without leave, let him make “bot” .*
ren slhiH?L 8 Hx}ags.llf any one scourge him, let him make “bot” with with oxx, shillings, - g
shi.lliz?és If;li‘lrigsi‘nsult eha}fhhlm hm prison, Jet hl‘lfl make bot” with xxx. 1 - 4. The man who has “boc-land, ™ and which his kindred left him,
“bot” with x shillings IE;.S ‘f"t}’f 15 head hk'? a “homola, B let him make then ordain we that he raust not give it from his “megburg,”* if there be
let him make “bot”gw‘i 0 wi o;tilll:!mdmg him, he shave him like a priest, ; writing or witness that it was forbidden by those men who at first ac-
make “bot” with xx shilifx % ;f hlngs. If he shave off his beard, let him ; quired it, and by those who gave it to him, that he should do so; and then

fest. loc L : Shillings. It he b'n?d ‘him, and then shave him like 2 E let that be declared in the presence of the king and of the bishop, before
pnesé l:I:t b o, DOT" with Lx. shillings ‘ ; his kinsmen. '
andgany I;Sal:zi‘;?:e;hiic?ed. nr% man have a SPEEU'“OVCI'J hISI shoulder, .| 42, We also command!: that the man who knows his foe to be home-
“wite.” T he stake himsehf b }lponh}t,‘ that he pay the “wer” ‘without the sitting Bght not before he demand justice of him. If he have such power

efore his face, let him pay the “wer.” If he be : that he can beset his foe, and besiege him within, let him keep him within

‘z:cqus‘?,cl of wilfulness in the deed, let him clear himself according to the
wite;” and with that let the “wite” abate. And let this be if the point be
thxl-ee flinggrs higher than the hindmost part of the shafi; if they be both on
; Sa ;;gr,. the fnomt and the hindrmost part of the shaft, be that without
© . 87 I a man from one "boIclI-.g:getal’"'E wish to seek a lord i
“bold-getz),” let him do it with the knowledge of the “ealdzifn{;;’?ﬁx?lfgg
he before fo{lowacl in his shire. If he do it without his knowledge, let him
i who entertains him as his man pay cxx. shillings as “wite;” }1ct him, .
| howe;ver, deal the half to the king in the shire where he bcfor,e followed,
half in that into ‘which he comes. If he has done. any wrong where hc-:J
before was, let him make “bot” for it who has then received him as his
man; and to the king cxx. shillings as “wite.”
38.“If a.man fight before a king’s “ealdorman” in the “oemot,” let him
‘make !3c'>t jw1th “wer” and “wite,” as it may be right; and be’fore this
cxX. shillings to the “ealdorman”, as “wite.” If he disturb the folk-mote by
dravx’f}ng 1‘1‘13 weapon, one hundred ¥and twenty shillings to the “ealdor}-l
s man” as “wite.” If aughtjof this happen before a king’s “ealdorman’s”
Jjunior, ;); a king’s pri]ist, xxx, shillings as “wite.”
_ 39 4 any one fight in a “ceorlish” man’s “fet, ™ with six shiilin;
him make - bot” to the “ceor].” If he draw his weapon and ﬁg}fthilllf)l?glsetli
be'}‘lagf bf ﬂ?at. H, however, either of these happen to a six—“hyncie”,man
f?t‘lt wnciease threefoldly, according to the “ceorlish” “bot.” {0 & twelve-
hypde” man, twofoldly, according to the six-“hynde’s” “bot,” )
40 T_ht? king's “burh-bryce™ shall be cxx. shillings. An archbishep’s
_ninety shillings. Any other bishop’s, and an “ealdorman’s,” 1.x shillin sp A,
twilve-“}}yndc” man’s, Xxx. shillings. A six-“hynde” majn’s J;'.V. shi]l?nés
fx Ci?;d. E aclor-b:;yce,”"El v. shillings. If aught of this hap;)cn when the
“fyrd™™® js out, or in Lent fast, let the “bot” be twofgld. Ifany one in Lent .

for vir. days, and attack him not, if he will remain within. And then, after
viL days, if he will surrender, and deliver up his weapons, fet him be képt
safe for xxx. days, and let notice of him be given to his kinsmen and his
friends. If, however, he flee to a church, then let it be according to the’
sanctity of the church; as we have before said above. But if he have not
sufficient power to besiege him within, let him ride to the “ealdorman,”
and beg aid of him. If he will not aid him, let hita ride to the kirdg before
he fights. In like manner also, if 2 man come upon his foe, and he did not
before know him to be home-staying; if he be willing to deliver up his
weapons, let ki be kept for xxx. days, and let notice of him be given to
his friends; if he will not deliver up his weapons, then he may attack him.
If he be willing to surrender, and to deliver up his weapons, and any one
after that attack him, let him pay as well “wer” as wound, as he may do,
and “wite,” and let him have forfeited his “meg”-ship.”* We also declare,
that with bis lord a man may fight “orwige,”* if any one attack the Jord:
thus may the lord fight for his man. After the same wise, a man niay fight
with his born kinsman, if a man attack hirn wrongfully, except against his
lord; that we do not allow. And a man may fight “orwige,” i he find
another with his lawful wife, within closed doors, or under one covering,
or with his lawfully-bom daughter; or with his lawfully-born sister, or
with his motfer, who was given to his father as his lawful wife. '
¢3. To all freemen let these days be given, but not to “theow”-men
and “esne”-workmen:® xi1. days at Yule, and the day on which Christ
overcame the devil, and the commemoration day of St. Gregory, and va.
days before Easter and v, days after, and'one day at 5t Peter’s tide and
St. Paul’s, and in harvest the whole week before St. Mary-mass, and one
day at the celebration of All-Hallows and the v. Wednesdays in the v
Ember wecks. To all “theow”-men be given, to those to whom it may be
most desirable to give, whatever any mah shall give them in God’s name,

: ith ki - : r they at any of their moments may deserve.
45. ‘A person with his head shaved, This was a punishment inflicted upon slaves and 0 Y Y O ¥

offenders of the lowest class; it was also a mark of a madman or a fool.

"+ 46. District, county. 47. Dwelling, house, 5t Land heid by title-dleed..  :52, Family, tribe. - 53, Kinsman’s protection.

54. Without being Lable to the legal consequences norrhally incur-ed for inflicting
injury, committing homicide ete,
5. Hired izbourers.

48. Penally for breaking into a fortified dwelling,

49. Fine for breaking through a commoner’s fence. 50. Militia, army,
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44 For head-wound, as “bot:” if the bones be both pierced, let %xx.
shillings be given him. If the outer bcmf: be pierced, let xv, shﬂlmgs bc
ven as “bot.” ‘
45. If within the hair there be a wound an inch long, let one sh:ihng
given as “bot.” If before the hair there be a wound an inch long, two
illings ast“bot.” _
46,1 his other ear be struck off, et xxx. shillings be given as “bat.” If
¢ hearing be impaired, so that he cannot hear, let Lx. shllhngs be given
-.:“bot 1 )
47. If a man strike out another’s eye, let him pay him x. shillings, and
~shillings and v1. pennies and a third part of a penny, as “bot.” If it
ternain in the head, and he cannot see aught therewith, let one third part
of the “bot”™ be retained,
48. If 2 man strike off another’s nose, let him make “bot” with 1.x,
shillings. ,
.. 49, I a man strike out another’s tooth in the front of his head, let h1m X
*make- “bot” for it with vin. shﬂhngs i # be the canine tooth; let 1v.
“-shillings bejpaid as “bot.” A man's gnnder is worth xv, shillings.
- 150. If a man smite another’s cheeks so that they be broken, let h1m
- miake “bot” with xv. shillings.
A man’s chm-bonc, if it be cloven, let xu. shﬂhngs be paid as “bot.”
51 If a man’s wind-pipe be pierced, let “bot” be made w1th b4
shillings.
52, If a man’s tongue be done out thm head by another man's deeds
that shali be like as eye-“bhot.” ‘
53. If a tman be wounded on the shoulder so that the joint-oil ow: ot
let “bot” be made with xxx. shillings.
54. If the arm be bmken aboverthe elbow, there shall be xv. shillifn
“bOt 17 A
55. If the arm- shanks be both broken, the "bot” is xxx. shillings. -
56. If the thumb be struck off; for that shall be xxx. shiliings as “bot
If the, nail be struck off, for that shall be v. shillings as “bot.”
57.41f the shootmg [ie. fore] finger be struck off, the “bot” is
shlllmgs for its nail it is v. shillings. :
58. If the middlemost finger be struck off, the “bot”, is xm. shilk
and its nail “bot” is 1. shillings.
59. If the gold [ie. rmg} finger be struclt: off, for that shall be
shillings as “bot;” and for its nail tv. shillings as “bot,” _
Go. If the litte finger be struck off, for that shall be as “ho
shﬂhngs and for its nail one shilling, if that be struck off
“61. If a man be wounded in the belly, let xxx. shillings be paid h
“bot:” if it b through -wounded, for either orifice twenty shillings..-
62. If a:than’s thigh be pierced, let xxx. shillings be paid him as
i ifit be broken, the “bot” is likewise xxzx. shillings.
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63. If the shankibe pierced beneath the knee, there shall be twelve
shillings as “bot,” if it be broken benzath the knee, let xx. shallings be
paid him as “bot.”

64. If the great toe be struck off; let xx. shillings be paid him as “bot;”
if it be the second toe, let xv. shillings be paid as “bot;” if the middlemost
toe be struck off; there shall be 1x. shillings as “bot;” if it be the fourth
toe, there shall be vi. shillings as “bot;” if the little toe be struck off] let v. |
shillings be paid him.

65. If a man be so severely wounded in the genitals that he cannot
beget & child, et “bot” be made to hum for that with Lxxx. shillings. |

66. If a man’s arm, with the hand, be entirely cut off’ before the
elbow, let “bot” be made for it with Lxxx. shillings.

For every wound before the hair, and before the sleeve, and beneath
the knee, the “bot” is two parts more.

7. If the loin be maimed, there shall be tx. shillings as “bot;” if it be
pierced, let xv. shillings be paid as “bor,” if it be pierced through, then
shall there be xxx. shillings as “bot.”

68. If a man be wounded in the shoulder let “bot” be made with
Lxxx, shillings, if the man be alive,

69. If a man maim another’s hand outwardlv, let Xx, shdhngs be paid
hirn as “bot,” if he can be hﬁaled, if it ha.lf fly off, then shall bc KL,
shillings as “bot »

70. If 2 man break ancther’s rib within the whole skin, let x. shillings
be paid as “bot;” if the skin be broken, and bone be taken out, let xv.
shillings be paid as “bot.”

71, If a man strike out ancther’s eye, or his hand or his foot off, there
goeth like “bot” to all; vi. pennies and vi. shillings and Lx. shillings and
the third part of a penny.

22, If @ man’s shank be struck off near the knee, there shall be Lxxx.
shlilmgs as “bot.”

73 If'a man'fracture another’s shoulder, let xx. shillings be paid him
as “bGt » ~

74. ¥ it be broked inwardly, and bone be taken out, let xv. shillings
{in addition] be paid as its- “bot.”

75. If 2 man rupture the great sinew, if it can be healed so that it be
sound, let 1L shillings be paid as “bot.” If the man be halt on account of
the wounded sinew, and he cannot be cured, let xxx. shillings be paid as
“bot.”

76. If the small sinew be rupturéd, let vi. shillings be paid him as

' “bot.”

77. If 2 man rupture the tendons on another’s neck, and wound them
so severcly that he has no power of them, and nevertheless live so mal-
treated; let ¢ shillings be given him as “bot,” unless the “witan” shall

" decree to him one juster, and greater,
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